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Massachusetts leads the nation
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Childhood Flu Vaccination Rates 

2018-19 Influenza Season

Source: 2018-19 National Immunization Survey (NIS) – Flu
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Flu Vaccination Rates 

Source: 2017-18 and 2018-19 National Immunization Survey (NIS) – Flu, and BRFSS

*Statistically 
significant 
change



Flu Vaccination Rates - race and ethnicity
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Seasonal Influenza Vaccination Rates in MA in >6 

months, by Race/Ethnicity, 2018-2019 Season 

MA US Ranking

White 59% 51% 4

Black 58% 45% 6

Hispanic 62% 46% 4

Other 58% 47% 3

Source: NIS-Flu and BRFSS



Flu vaccination rates - health care workers
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• The current Healthy People 2020 goal for influenza vaccination 

among healthcare personnel is 90%.

• Vaccination rates in acute care hospitals, nationally and in MA 

have surpassed 90% and should be congratulated. 

• We continue to work closely with healthcare facilities to 

encourage health care worker vaccination.



Flu season
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2019-2020 flu season:

• 40,698 laboratory-confirmed cases reported to DPH 

• 55,000-60,000 emergency department visits for flu 

• 7,000-8,000 hospitalizations 



Flu vaccine supply in Massachusetts

7

• DPH has purchased approximately 900,000 doses annually  

• This year we will receive 1.156M doses 

• A 28% increase this season



Flu vaccination during COVID-19
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Flu vaccine is even more important now:

• Flu and COVID-19 have overlapping symptoms and signs

• Flu and COVID-19 are managed differently in terms of 

treatment and isolation

• Patients with ILI must be seen, evaluated and tested for both 

• Some patients can be infected by both flu and SARS-CoV2

• High levels of flu vaccination will prevent illness AND reduce 

impact on healthcare facilities, resources, and staff
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New Student Flu Immunization Requirement

All students

⚫Childcare attendees ≥6 months of age

⚫Kindergarten – Grade 12

⚫Post-secondary Institutions

Receipt of 1 dose of influenza vaccine for the current flu 

season by December 31st

Those entering between January 1 – March 31st must 

have received a dose of flu vaccine for school entry

Exemptions – medical or religious
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Support from Massachusetts Pediatricians
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Support from Massachusetts Medical Society 

Office of Health Equity
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Editorial support



Other required vaccines

13

2019-20 MA School Requirements

Childcare (≥2 years):

1-4 Hib

4 DTaP

3 Polio

3 HepB

1 MMR

1 Varicella

Kindergarten – Grade 6:

5 DTaP

4 Polio

3 HepB

2 MMR

2 Varicella

Grade 7 – Grade 12:

1 Tdap

4 Polio

3 HepB

2 MMR

2 Varicella

Post-Secondary:

1 Tdap

3 HepB

2 MMR

2 Varicella

1 MenACWY (full-time students ≤21 years)
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For Kindergarten – Grade 6

DTaP 5 doses

Polio 4 doses

Hepatitis B
3 doses; laboratory evidence of immunity

acceptable

MMR
2 doses; laboratory evidence of immunity

acceptable

Varicella
2 doses; a reliable history of chickenpox* or

laboratory evidence of immunity acceptable

2019-20 MA School Requirements
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2019-20 MA Immunization Surveys

Kindergarten Imm Survey Results

5 DTaP/ DTP 97.2%

4 Polio 97.3%

2 MMR 97.3%

3 Hep B 98.0%

2 Varicella 96.8%

History of chickenpox 

disease
0.2%

Immunity to chickenpox 97.0%

Series Complete 95.9%

Medical Exemptions 0.23%

Religious exemptions 1.10%

• Survey childcare, Kindergarten, Grade 7 

and college

• 1144/1369 Kindergartens surveyed 

responded

• Imm rates for childcare, Kindergarten and 

Grade 7 are similar, with most rates 

consistently >95%

• College rates are lower, approximately 

85-90%, with Men ACWY rates lower

• Exemptions rates are slightly lower for 

childcare and Grade 7 



Connect with DPH

@MassDPH

Massachusetts Department of Public Health

DPH blog
https://blog.mass.gov/publichealth

www.mass.gov/dph
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